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Nou rr,e're read-v to get on with the rvedding.

. (lmmetliatclt tlu Light.s. exPpt a pinspot tultich

ca7)ers him, .fade ofi.)

$aur r*d t-" 'i'.'" 1 ( He stantls waitirtg uhile Llte set is prL'?ard for tht
ncxt tcene. )

rSTAGEI NDS remove llu thctirs, tablcs and trellitet

Jion the Gibbt and \\'ebb hoLtses.l

(Thq orrange nore rltairs, lacing ttp, t)n eithe, sitle

of thc aisle, in closc Jbnnatiort k) sttgest the paus aJ

a church. Tlu con€legation uilL sit fating the bach

uall. 'l']u aisle oJ tlrc church st.ltts at th? renter of
the bar:h. rtall antl comes tttuard the autJ,ience.)

(A snall plafonrL is placed Qginst the back ullll
on uhich, the STAGE NIAIiAGER tuill stand late4

pkl\ing lh? ninistel. )

(The inagc oJ o stained-gktss -uindou is ca.tt upotl

th.c ha& uall.)

(\\htn oll 1J red.1) lre STAGE I[{\.{GER strolls to

tlte ce tu of th.e stage, doun Jiont, antl, nusingl\,

addresses the audience. )

o-

sIAcE MANAGER- There are a lot of things to be said
about a wedding; there are a lot of thoughts that
go on during a wedding. lye can't get them all
into one wedding, naturally, and especially not
into a wedding at Grover's Corrrers, where they're
ardully plain and short. In this wedding I play
the minister. That gives me the right to say a few
more things about it. f'or a while now, the play
gets pretty serious, Ysee, some churches say that
marriage is a sacrament. I don't quite know what
that means, but I can guess. Like Mrs. Gibbs said

a few minutes ago: People were made to live two-

by-two. This is a good wedding, but peoPle are so

put together that even at a good wedding there's



OUR TOWN

a lot of confusion way down deep in people's
minds and we thought that that ought to be in
our pla,v, too. The real hero of this scene isn't on
the stage at all, and you know who that is. It's Iike
what one of those European fellas said: every child
born into the world is nature's attempt to make
a perfect human being. Well, we've seen nature
pushing and contriving for some time now. We
all knol' that nature's interested in quantity; but
I think she's interested in quality, too, - that's why
I'm in the ministry. And don't forget all the other
witnesses at this wedding, - the ancestors. Millions
of them. Most of tlem set out to live two-b1.t1^,'6,

. also. Millions of them. Well, that's all my sermon.
,' ('l r-'.tt-' . 'Twan't very long, arryrtay. (Turning upstage, he

walks up the church aisb.)

il (fhe organ sturts plaling Handzt\ "I-argo'. )
(Tfu congregdtion streams into thz church and, sits

in silen ce. )
(Church belk are hzarl.)

rMRS. GIBBS sits in the front rou, the rt$t seat on
the aisle, the right section; next to her are REBtrcCA

azd DR GIBBS.)

(Across the alslz unS. WEBB, WALLY aTrd MR.
WEBB. ..{ snall choir tahes its place, faci.ng the

audimce under the stainedgl,ass ui'ndow. )
(MRs. WEBB, on the uq) to her pl.a.ce, tun6 bach

and speahs to the aud,ience.)

MRs. WEBB. I don't know why on earth I should be
crying. I suppose there's nothing to cry about. It
came over me at breakfast this morning: there
was Emily eating her breakfast as she's done for
seventeen years and now she's going off to eat it
in someone else's house. I suppose that's it. And
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